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SMALL GROUP STUDY GUIDE #1
April 14-20, 2008

For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.
2 Timothy 1:7, New King James Version
WARM-UP: (have a volunteer read it aloud to the group) 

“Fear reigns supreme on Planet Earth, a virus that has infected millions and we struggle under its weight. Here in America we fear terrorists, disease, war, weather, strangers, molesters, drug dealers, gang members, each other and our news programs perpetuate that it is not just normal, but sane to live in fear. For those of us with faith, we have been instructed not to fear and for those of us with science, we understand the statistics of such things occurring to our families or us and yet, still, we are afraid.  We are obsessed with death in this country, the fear of our own demise and the fascination of other people’s suffering. The television shows dedicated to murder and violence crawl through our nightly listings, autopsies, sex offenses and nuclear bombs.  If we look through our life’s experiences and recognize how many times fear has prevented us from pursuing a goal or following a dream, fear of what others might think or say, fear of looking stupid, fear of the unknown or even success, we may see it for what it is, a vicious and wasting disease. Infecting us with fear is a lucrative business in America; billions of dollars are going to the war on terror, billions on the war on drugs, billions on the war on disease. Fear has become the highest grossing import of all time and is a very effective marketing tool, but the human body is not made to live continually in fear, it breaks down over time.”  


Excerpts: “Fear in America,’ Victoria Hardy in American Chronicle
ICEBREAKER:  In 90 seconds or less, share a way in which fear has shaped your perspective or approach to life. 
SUNDAY MESSAGE:  “Against All Odds“ ( April 6, 2008)  Find an MP3 or MSWord version of this message at http://www.umatter2god.com; click on “Music Site”, then on “More Info” below “FEARLESS Series.”  
Show of hands: who read Judges chapters 6 & 7?  Will someone summarize the story of Gideon for your group?
Gideon’s insecurities: READ Judges 6:11-16 and discuss:  
What were Gideon’s two insecurities?

TRUTH: God sees something in me that I do not. How did Gideon see himself?  God?  What kind of person did God say Gideon was?  As the story ends up in chapter 7, who’s assessment of Gideon was accurate?  
Application: In what ways does how you see yourself differ from what you know the bible says about who you are “in Christ?”  Who’s assessment do you usually believe, and why?

READ Judges 6:11-24: What was God’s first order of business in transforming Gideon from Coward to Conquerer?   What would Gideon need most in order to accomplish his mission?
What did his encounter with the angel of the Lord to Gideon’s is fear (v. 22-23) .  What did it do to his faith (v. 24)?
READ Judges 6:25-32: What was God’s second order of business in transforming Gideon?  What do you think were God’s purposes behind this “mission?”   

How does the order in which God dealt with issues in Gideon’s heart and life parallel God’s Word to us in James and Peter: 
“Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near to God and he will come near to you.” James 4:7-8a

“God opposes the proud   but gives grace to the humble.” Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith… 1 Peter 5:5b-8a

God uses unsure, insecure, & fearful persons to do the impossible.  READ Judges 6:33-35. How is Gideon changing?  Seeing the impossible as possible?
READ Judges 6:36-40.   How is Gideon still unsure & insecure?
4. With God, the way forward often seems backwards.  READ Judges 7:1-8  In what ways does it seem like God was taking Gideon and his army backwards.  What do you think were God’s reasons for pruning this strike force as He did?  What qualities disqualified these soldiers from God’s team? 

READ Judges 7:8-11. How’s Gideon coming along in his transformation from coward to conquerer?  
READ Judges 7:12-15. How does God encourage Gideon.  In what ways does God encourage you?

READ Judges 7:16-22.   What does this strategy show you:

· About God?  

· About faith-filled people? 

· About fear-filled people? 
APPLICATION:  

What is the key encouraging or comforting truth you’ve learned in looking at Gideon’s experience?

In what key way is God challenging you to change through this study of Gideon?  How will you go about it?

SUNDAY MESSAGE:  “Standing Tall“ ( April 13, 2008)  Find an MP3 or MSWord version of this message at http://www.umatter2god.com; click on “Music Site”, then on “More Info” below “FEARLESS Series.”  
“If you don’t stand for something, you’ll fall for anything.” –Michael Evans

KEY POINTS: When your faith is tested by fire:
1) Obey God’s commands instead of others’ expectations.

2) Believe God’s truth instead of the facts.

3) Believe God, don’t just believe in God.

Background: The book of Daniel was written about events following Israel’s defeat by the Babylonians in 586 BC, and how God protected and preserved the Israelite captives during their 70+ years as exiles in Babylon.  The theme of the book is God’s sovereignty over the nations (Daniel 2:21 and 5:21 summarize this theme).

READ Daniel 2:45-47  What did King Nebuchadnezzar declare about Daniel’s God?

READ Daniel 3:1-12 Why do you think the king later built a golden statue and commanded that it be worshiped? 
What were the consequences when someone disobeyed the king’s order? 
Who told the king that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused to bow down to the golden image?  What do you think was their motive?

READ Daniel 3:13-18.  What was Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego’s response to the king’s command, and what character qualities does their response reveal.

What would you do if you had the choice of bowing before an image of gold or getting thrown into a fiery furnace?  How fireproof is your faith?

READ Daniel 3:19-23.  Why did God permit these men to go through this fiery trial?   What do you think God was trying to accomplish in or through them?  
READ Daniel 3:24-30.  What miracles did Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego experience as a result  of their faith and obedience? 
Who joined them in the fiery furnace? 
What impact did this make on Nebuchadnezzar? 
How did God use this fiery trial to display His sovereignty and power?

“A faith that is tested is a faith that can be trusted.”
DIGGING DEEPER:  The Apostle Peter addresses the purposes and benefits of trials. 
READ 1 Peter 1:6-7  What did Peter say we may have to suffer and why? What is God’s desired outcome of our faith once it has been tested through suffering? 
READ 1 Peter 1:8-9.  How can we know that our faith is genuine? 

READ 1 Peter 3:14-15. What do you fear most about suffering? 
How can suffering for doing right be ablessing? 
What does our response to unjust suffering reveal to others? (3:14-15) 

READ 1 Peter 4:1-2.   How prepared are you to explain your hope in Christ? How does suffering cause us to cease from sin? 

READ 1 Peter  4:12-13 Why should we not be surprised by the fiery trials we go through? 
VALUES SORT: Based upon how God dealt with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, what are God’s priorities for our lives as Christ-followers?  Rank these values from highest (“1”) to lowest (“7”) and discuss as a group to come up with a consensus ranking
___Our comfort and convenience

___Our safety and security

___Our faith-development and growth
___Our acceptance and approval from others.

___Our example to others

___Our material prosperity

___Our integrity and purity

Dr. John Ortberg writes about growing spiritually: The decision to grow always involves a choice between risk and comfort. This means that to be a follower of Jesus you must renounce comfort as the ultimate value of your life. Theologian Karl Barth said that comfort is one of the great siren calls of our age.... 

PERSONAL APPLICATION:  Are you willing to reorder your personal priorities to align with God’s priorities for you?  

Like Gideon, what “idols” do you have to knock down (values you have to give less priority to)  in order to do this?

What do you “stand for” that God doesn’t?  Not sure?  Ask your family and friends to give you their assessment of you  –IF you have the courage!

PRAYER: Pray about the key issues which your group has to deal with most; either 1) Fears and insecurities; 2) Wrong ideas about who you are “in Christ” and who God is; 3) Values that need to change; or  4) Aligning our priorities with God’s.
