SLIDE 1: Mother’s Day, 2008
Grooming your kids for greatness: Lessons from Jesus’ mom.

Happy Centennial Mother’s Day! 100 years of celebrating motherhood in America!  Women, Moms, Grandmothers, greatgrandmothers, and mother’s-to-be: we wish to honor and  thank you for all you are, and all you do; and we thank God for giving us to you, and you to us.  SLIDE 2  Every one of us here today are deeply indebted to our parents, and particularly our moms. It’s been said that The hand that rocks the cradle - Is the hand that rules the world”  William Ross Wallace  which distills the fact that you have unparalleled influence in the lives of your children. You’re uniquely positioned to groom them for greatness, 
SLIDE 3 as our first President, George Washington:  All I am I owe to my mother. I attribute all my success in life to the moral, intellectual and physical education I received from her." 
I  want to look at three ways in which you can groom your kids for greatness shown in which Mary parented Jesus. The first way you can groom your child or grandchild for greatness is found in the first two chapters of Luke’s gospel.  It’s the story you may have heard Linus recite to Charlie Brown, or watched in a church Christmas pageant.  I want us to focus on two responses of Jesus mom, because they give us a great key to grooming our kids and grandkids for greatness.  
SLIDE 4 The first one is a comment she makes when an Angel shows up, tells her she’s going to become pregnant through God’s power, and that her child is going to be the Savior of the world.   Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s servant. May everything you have said about me come true.”  Luke 1:38, New Living Translation    The second is her response when some shepherds show up on the night that she gave birth to this little guy, and they give a report that some angels announced that the savior of Israel had been born. 
SLIDE 5 Luke writes that Mary kept all these things in her heart and thought about them often. Luke 2:19 NLT Mary, like so many of you moms, is the first person on the planet to perceive the potential of her child.  Before Jesus was even born, Mary had a God-given glimpse of his potential, and his future, and she grabbed-hold of that dream of his destiny; she nurtured that vision for His future, in her heart, and I believe that she was the first to impart that vision into his life as a little boy.   As a result, she and her husband name this little infant Jesus, in their native tongue Yeshua which means “God Saves.”
SLIDE 6:  What lessons can we learn about grooming our kids for greatness?  Groom your kids for greatness: 1. Give God-sized vision.  Mary and, then her husband, were inspired to dream big for their boy!   It had nothing to do with their resources, he was born in a barn; it had everything to do with God’s plans for his future. 
SLIDE 7 (blank) The bible says: Where there is no vision, the people perish  (Proverbs 29:18),  That word “perish” means “to wander aimlessly” and if you wander aimlessly in the arid middle-east; you’re a dead man walking.   Too many of our young adults are dead men walking: living careless, aimless, wreckless lives, wasting their potential and promise because they’re not chasing a compelling vision for their future.   How many high school or college students do we have here today? The most important factor for your future success isn’t getting an education, and it certainly isn’t getting a lot of money or stuff!  
SLIDE 8:  The most important factor for your future success is getting a clear vision of God’s purpose for your life.   How do you do that? Read God’s promise through His prophet Joel:  I will pour out my Spirit upon all people.  Your sons and daughters will prophesy. Your old men will dream dreams, and your young men will see visions.  Joel 2:28 NLT  Do you see the connection and the progression?   God’s Spirit reveals our destinies our “life stories” –as dreams to the old, and, in turn, as visions in the hearts and on the lips of the young.   Optional: challenge parents/new moms to ask God to give a dream for your child’s future. 
SLIDE 9 (blank) Here’s a caution: You can’t write your child/grandchild’s story, can’t script their futures for them –only God can.  But you can see it and you can share it, as God shows it. And God will show bits of it to you:  You can see it in your child’s SHAPE: Their Spiritual Gifts, their Heart or passions, their Abilities, their Personality Type, and their life Experiences.   Each of us are uniquely shaped by God, shaped for success.  To find out how God has shaped you to serve His world; make our Discover 301 seminar  
God has five unchanging purposes for every person on this planet and I’ve listed them in your message outline.  God has a unique vision for your child, as distinct as his/her fingerprints; a one-of-a-kind great future.  Your job is to impart what you see, and inspire them to pursue it.  And your job, teens and young adults, is to grab hold of it and go for it! 
SLIDE 10 Learn from Mary: give your kids God-size dreams and visions of what they can be.   Pablo Picasso’s mom did:  “When I was a child, my mother said to me, 'If you become a soldier, you'll be a general. If you become a monk you'll end up as the pope.' Instead I became a painter and wound up as Picasso." -- Pablo Picasso   My mom and dad successfully planted a god-sized vision for my future when I was in high school and they steered me out of trouble and into ministry.  
SLIDE 11 They believed about me what God says about every one of us: we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.  Ephesians 2:10 NLT   

Thank you moms!  Thank you for dreaming of what we can be.  Thank you moms for seeing our potential, --often long before anyone else.  Thank you for persistently instilling those dreams into our hearts, gently guiding and nurturing dreams and pursuits.  Thank you moms for seeing our strengths, envisioning our potential and possibilities, and imparting your dreams for our futures.  

Mary gave Jesus a God-sized dream and vision of what he could be. She also did something that you’ve got to do, if you want to groom your kids for greatness: and that’s to 
SLIDE 12 2. Direct their focus outward.   We’re all born self-centered; it’s not sinful, it’s natural. And learning to take others’ into consideration is a necessary part of growing up, and a key way that moms groom great kids.  It’s easy to ignore others when you’re pursuing your dream and vision.  Listen to how Mary challenges her twelve year-old son to consider others’ feelings after he forgets to come home with his family in Luke chapter 2: 
SLIDE 13 After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, "Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you."  Jesus might have been God’s son, but he shows that he’s a typical adolescent who’s clueless when it comes to considering others: 
SLIDE 14 "Why were you searching for me?" he asked. "Didn't you know I had to be in my Father's house?"  We can see that mom’s challenge stuck with her son… Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them… And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.  Luke 2:42-52   Jesus learns one of life’s most important lessons: think about others, even in your pursuit of God’s plan for your life.  He learned it well.  
SLIDE 15 Later, when asked what life’s greatest requirement was, “He answered: 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind' ; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' "  Moms, thank you for showing us what selflessness is like.  Thank you for molding our manners.  Thanks for coaching us to be courteous.  Thanks moms for teaching us to be thoughtful of others.     
If you want to grow great kids; give ‘em God-sized vision for their future; direct their focus outward,  
SLIDE 16 and 3. challenge them to take the right risks.  Jesus’ mother did in a significant way when he was thirty years old, and it’s found in John chapter 2: .
SLIDE 17. Mary, the mother of Jesus, was at a wedding feast in the village of Cana in Galilee. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited and were there.  When the wine was all gone, Mary said to Jesus, "They don't have any more wine."  . What is Mary doing here?  Taking this problem makes no sense on the surface, does it?  Jesus makes furniture, not wine.  He’s a carpenter-turned-religious teacher.  
SLIDE 18 But there’s something profound going on here:  Jesus replied, "Mother, my time hasn't yet come: You must not tell me what to do."  “don’t push me”  Any of you adult children still get told what to do by your mother? For thirty years this mom has nursed God’s dream for her son; for thirty years she’s imparted vision into his heart.  As a mother, Mary has this incredible sense of timing, and she knows to push her son to take a risk in his pursuit of his vision.  
SLIDE 19  Mary then said to the servants, "Do whatever Jesus tells you to do."  Mom had more faith in Jesus than he had in himself. 
SLIDE 20  At the feast there were six stone water jars that were used by the people for washing themselves in the way that their religion said they must. Each jar held about twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus told the servants to fill them to the top with water.  How did mom get Jesus to do this?  She gave him “the look.” How many of you know what I’m talking about?  She gave him the look –that he’d been getting for 30 years, and Jesus fell right into line, didn’t he?  The hand that rocks the cradle - Is the hand that rules the world”   
SLIDE 21 Then after the jars had been filled, he said, "Now take some water and give it to the man in charge of the feast."  You know the rest of the story –the water became instantaneously became the best wine of the wedding.  
SLIDE 22 The result?  This was Jesus' first miracle, and he did it in the village of Cana in Galilee.  Jesus did it because mom prodded him to take the right risk for the right reasons.  Listen , young adults: the right reasons to risk are always to obey God, and pursue His purposes for your life.  
SLIDE 23 What’s the result of this mom’s challenge?  There Jesus showed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in him.   Mary shows us the power of a mother’s faith, and a mother’s  forcefulness.  
SLIDE 24 (blank) Moms, thank you for believing in God. Thank you for believing your God-sized dreams for us; thank you for believing in us.  Thank you moms, for your sense of timing, and for all the times you pushed us out of our comfort zones and to the next level in life.  Thank you moms, for having confidence in us even when we didn’t.  Thank you moms, for seeing in us things we didn’t, and saying things to us that we didn’t want to hear, but needed to heed.  Thank you mom!  Let’s give all the mothers and grandmothers here a hand to show our appreciation!  If your mom’s here, why don’t you turn real quick and say “thanks mom.” 

What gave Mary such faith in her son?  The clue is found in her comment nearly 31 years before then, when she first heard of God’s plan for her pregnancy, and for her future:
SLIDE 25 Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s servant. May everything you have said about me come true.”  Luke 1:38, New Living Translation  And it’s the key and first step to grooming your children for greatness:

SLIDE 26 Yield to God’s leadership of your life, and embrace God’s vision and purposes for your life.  You’re never too old to dream God-sized dreams, or discover God’s story for your own life.  Maybe you feel like you’ve blown it in life, or blown it with your kids.  Maybe your dreams have been shattered, or  your hope battered.  If you want a second chance, or a fresh start, do what Mary did: say simply say: “God, I’m at your service.”  Mary said yes to God, and God made a masterpiece out of her life; out of her child’s life.  You might be saying: my life’s too messed up.  Well, at one of the most messed up times in the history of God’s people, Israel, 

SLIDE 27 God said to them: I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Jeremiah 29:11
Say yes to God; do it for the sake of those behind you; those looking up to you.  You see, you’ll never lead anyone beyond where you yourself have gone.  
CLOSE: Invitation to commit life to Christ; 


    Lead in prayer of commitment


    Fill out connect Card


    Direct to prayer in rear (through inner hallway)


    Evaluate your life in the light of eternity –make next series: 30 Days to Live. 

