Against All Odds: Gideon (Judges 6-7)
Fearless #1,  April 6, 2008

God wants us to take risks, and prevents us from taking risks like fear, anxiety, worry.   How many of you would like to worry less?  How many of you would like to be more confident and less fearful?  You were born without fear; you were a natural-born risk-taker.  
 Let’s read this verse on the overhead together:  For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.  2 Timothy 1:7 NKJV  God has not given us a spirit of fear, and yet, so many people today live in constant fear, not terror or dread, but low-grade fear, anxiety, worry.  Every fear you have you learned.   Fear’s not a bad thing, it can protect you.  But fear becomes bad when it imprisons you and when it prevents you from taking the risks to start important, healthy, god-pleasing things. 
 It’s been said that "The oldest and strongest emotion of mankind is fear." --- H.P. Lovecraft  and the bible confirms that. Ever since Adam and Eve acted in their self-interest instead obeying God humanity has wrestled with fear.   In these next 5 weeks we’re going to look at some really rich Old testament stories about ordinary people who overcame their fears and accomplished extraordinary things as a result.  Today, we are going to look a at Gideon. Now, this is not the same Gideon who left his bible in the hotel’s nightstand for you.  Gideon is a guy that was scared to death of a group of people known as the Midianites.  Let’s look at Gideon’s story in the 6th chapter of the book of Judges, in the Old Testament.  

The book of judges covers the time after the 12 tribes Israel had settled Canaan under Joshua, until they chose their first King: Saul, roughly 1350-1150 BC. 
 Look at the last sentence of chapter 5, verse 31: Then the land had peace forty years.  Chapter 6 reads: Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD,  Israel prospered in the promised land; they got cocky, they got careless, they got compromised.   We are lot like Israel: when times are good it’s easy to go on without God –become spiritual slackers.  Prosperity seduces us to to prioritize our self-interests over God’s plans, God’s purposes.   We take a pass on partnering with God, push God into the back seat, and end up glancing at God in our rear-view mirrors rather than setting our sites on God’s goals for our lives --what Jesus calls “Seeking first God’s kingdom and His righteousness.”    the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD, and for seven years he gave them into the hands of the Midianites.  Who are these Midiantes? The Midianites were desert nomads --the first to domesticate camels. Two hundred years before this, Israel had defeated the Midianites in on their journey out of Egypt and into Canaan, and for all this time, the Midianites had been growing stronger.  Around 1225 BC they swept into Canaan on their swift camels at harvest time for two purposes: 1) to eat Israel’s crops, and to 2) to destroy their enemies.  For seven years they used this same strategy: drive ‘em out; starve ‘em out.   
 Verse 2 says: Because the power of Midian was so oppressive, the Israelites prepared shelters for themselves in mountain clefts, caves and strongholds. Judges 6:2 Israel was now living in poverty.  
 They were scared to death, and they were hiding, because the enemy was so powerful and lethal.  That’s when God sent an angel of the Lord to a guy who was very, very afraid.  Go down to verse 12:  The angel of the LORD came and sat down under the oak in Ophrah that belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to keep it from the Midianites.  You normally thresh wheat by having an ox pull a heavy stone over the harvested stalks of wheat out in the open to separate the stalk, and grind off the chaff or covering from the grain.  You then throw everything into the air with a pitchfork and the wind blows away the stalks and chaff, leaving the kernals.   You can’t do those things in a pit in the ground –a winepress.  What put Gideon in that pit?  Fear.  Fear, in all of it’s flavors: Anxiety, worry, insecurity, fear makes normal life a lot harder, doesn’t it?  Gideon’s fear prevented he, his family, and his nation from experiencing life to it’s fullest –as Jesus said in John 10:10.  
 What fears are keeping me from living a normal life?  What are the “Midianites” in your life?  What fears keep you “in hiding?” Afraid to be found out?  The good news is: God wants to deliver you from them, --God has not given us a spirit of fear!  366 times in the bible God says: do not fear!  God never tells you to do something you can’t –you can become fearless.
 Let’s read on: When the angel of the LORD appeared to Gideon, he said, "The LORD is with you, mighty warrior." Judges 6:11-12
 God saw something in Gideon that Gideon didn’t see in himself.  The same is true for you.  TRUTH: God sees something in me that I do not.   As God looks into your life, God will see more inside of you than you see in yourself.  God is with you.  If God is for you, who can be against you?  The Lord spoke to him and called him something that he didn’t feel at all of himself.  God said, “You are a mighty warrior.”  God gives Gideon a BHAG: a big, hairy audacious goal, would you read that with me: The LORD turned to him and said, "Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian's hand. Am I not sending you?"  Now, as soon as God stirs in you, and you start to sense God wants to do something great, “God created me for a divine purpose.  God wants me to do something significant …” as soon as that happens your insecurities will rise to the top; your fears will surface.  It’s no surprise that 366 times in the bible God tells us: do not fear, do not be afraid.  It’s the most frequent of all of God’s commands to us, because, whenever you’re challenged to chase after a BHAG from God, all of the reasons why you are not the right person will rise to the top.  Gideon’s a great example of this. Let’s look at two insecurities rise to the top of Gideon’s consciousness.
Gideon’s insecurities: 
A. Gideon was afraid that God wasn’t faithful. "But sir," Gideon replied, "if the LORD is with us, why has all this happened to us? Judges 6:13 If God is with us, then why is everything going south?  Gideon knew the answer, because God had already sent a prophet to tell them basically, “Israel, it is because you haven’t been paying attention to me.”  But, Gideon’s question is very revealing.  He is wondering about the character and the faithfulness of God, which so many of us, if we were honest, we’d say we do the same thing.  “God, if Your word is really true, how come I have such a hard time believing it?  God --if You are supposed to answer the prayers-- how come it seems like whatever I pray for doesn’t happen?  In fact, often the opposite happens.  God, how come it seems like the good people experience pain and the bad people get ahead?  God, if You are really there, why?  Why?  Why is all of this happening?  God, why?”  Gideon, like so many of us, questioned the faithfulness of God.  
Gideon’s second insecurity, if you are taking notes, is this.  B. Gideon was afraid that he was not good enough. Watch how  Gideon responds:  "But Lord," Gideon asked, "how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family."  V.  6:15   Do you ever feel like that?  “God, I’m the wrong dude, okay?  In case You didn’t notice, I’m scared, and I’m insecure, and I don’t feel like I’m good enough.”  Maybe you can relate.  You sense that God is calling you to do something, and all of a sudden, you present your resume as to why you are the wrong person, why you can’t do what God says you can do.   I want you to remember that God has not given you a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind, and I want you to remember a couple of spiritual truths learned by Gideon:
Gideon’s Discoveries:
The first one is this.  1. God uses unsure, insecure, & fearful persons to do the impossible  Like Gideon, when God challenges you to chase His Big Hairy Audacious Goals, your laundry list of disqualifying characteristics will rise to the surface. Listen to what the bible says:  Remember, that… few of you were wise in the world’s eyes or powerful or wealthy] when God called you. 1 Corinthians 1:26-28,  What I would like for you to do this week is to really pray through this very piercing question.  Don’t just answer it and go on, but really pray and ask God to reveal Himself to you through this question.  Here it is.  Ask yourself this.  “What fear has kept me from doing that God is challenging me to do?”  Now go down to But the LORD said to him, "Peace! Do not be afraid.  6:23a God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and love and of sound mind.
Question: What B.H.A.G. has God given you?  God has given us, Discover church a BHAG: to connect our community to Christ; to become a center of Spiritual discovery and development in our county of 800,000 –US! What BHAG has God given you? It may be sharing your faith with somebody, stepping up and serving around here, taking the first step to repair a damaged relationship, launching out in some new venture, but in the back of your mind you’re thinking, “What if I mess it up?  What if this isn’t God?  What if He doesn’t come through?  What if I get out there and I am incapable?”  Some of you are on a spiritual line and you know it’s time to step across and give everything to Jesus --a wholehearted life commitment.  You know it’s time.  You know what’s right, and yet, in the back of your mind, you are thinking, “But if I do that, what are they going to say?  And what are my family, classmates, co-workers gonna think?  What’s going to happen?  What are they going to say if I screw up?”  
Discovery #2. God’s strength through my weakness is exactly enough. 

The LORD turned to (Gideon) and said, Go in the,” what?  Say it aloud.  “He said, "Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian's hand. Am I not sending you?" Judges 6:14

If God is calling you, don’t you think He will equip you?  If God is calling you, don’t you think He is going to give you the resources to get it done?  If His name is on the line, don’t you think He’s going to deliver?  “Go!  Go, Gideon.  I called you.  I told you.  You’re the one.  You’re the one I chose.  I see it in you.  You are a mighty warrior.  Go!  Get your butt up and go!  Am I not sending you?  Isn’t that enough?”  My weakness is a great conduit for God’s strength.  So is yours.  Christ gives me the strength to face anything. Philippians 4:13 CEV  Where are you weak right now?  It’s a perfect place for God to show up and do the Gideon, something that only He can do.  

Discovery # 3. God has a winning strategy for every goal He gives me.
The LORD answered, "I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites together." Judges 6:16 God’s calling me.  He’s going to make sure it gets done.  God is with me.  God is my provider.  God is my deliverer.  God is my redeemer.  God is my defender.  God is my strength.  God is my source.  God is my righteousness.  God is with me!  That changes everything.  When I believe that is true, well, Gideon, like so many of us, was struggling with this belief, and so God gives him three signs and Gideon goes, “Okay, this is obviously You.  It’s time to recruit an army,” so maybe he puts up posters that says, “I want you!” or whatever, and he gets 32,000 soldiers that show up.  Now, most people would be thinking, “Man, you’re on your way to victory,” but I can guarantee you that Gideon was thinking, “That’s a good start, but not nearly enough.”  How do I know that?  Well, history tells us that at this time there were probably about 150,000 Midianites.  There were also buddies with the Amalekites, so it’s safe to say there were some 200,000 or more people who would be engaged in battle against an army of 32,000.   Gideon is saying, “Good start, but we need some more people.”  God, though, speaks up in verse 2 of Judges 7, andThe LORD said to Gideon, "You have too many men for me to deliver Midian into their hands. Judges 7:2a  God had a winning strategy for Gideon, and you can read about in in chapter 7 of Judges. 
 That brings us to our final discovery on defeating fear, and that is 4. With God, the way forward often seems backwards. Some of you right now, this will speak to you, because you know it.  “God, all I want is, I want You to take me forward.  God, I’m praying that spiritually, we are going to have some forward movement.  God, I want You to help my marriage, because it seems to be going backward.  Please take it forward.  God, things are getting worse.  God, financially, I want to make some forward progress.  Something just broke again.  Something just broke again.  God, please help my kid.  Give me some forward movement.  My kid’s going the wrong way.”  “God, I started tithing and our finances have gotten worse. “ “All I want to see is something forward,” and yet, you continue to go backwards.    
Any of you ever shot a slingshot as a kid?  What do you do before it goes forward?  What do you do?  Go backwards.  Maybe, for you, the way forward is first backwards. 
Our vision of leasing a Performing Arts Center --isn’t that backwards?  Churches start in rented facilities and then get their own; going from our own building to a leased one seems like a step backwards.  Sometimes the way forward is backwards.  Gideon’s a great example.  This is an amazing story.  Look at Judges 7:2, near the end of that verse and in verse 3, In order that Israel may not boast against me that her own strength has saved her, announce now to the people, 'Anyone who trembles with fear may turn back and leave Mount Gilead.'" So twenty-two thousand men left, went home to mama, while ten thousand remained.  Judges 7:2b-3 Do the math: 32,000 – 22,00 = not enough!  Ten thousand volunteers on foot against 200,000 skilled camel jockeys, and Gideon is saying, “But, God, I thought we were going forward,” and God says, “We are.”  We are.  I am doing something that’s not going to make sense to anyone else, but God says, “We haven’t gone forward enough yet.   Now, go tell these guys to go drink some out of the little pond over there.”  So, the guys go over there and drink, and God says, “Watch how they drink.  Those who get down and drink like a dog, okay, send those guys home” because they’re self-centered. God says, “Now those who drink like this (scooping up water and drinking it out of their hands while crouching down, so they’re still able to scout for their enemies, the Midianites) okay, they’re mission-minded, they’re prepared for battle.  They are going to be able to watch.  These other dudes (the one’s laying on the ground with their faces planted in the water), they can’t see anything coming –forget those guys! They’re preoccupied with feeding themselves, with filling their bellies and not with the challenge that lies before them.  Forget those guys!  These are the ones that you want.  These are the warriors.”  How many mission-minded men there were? Three hundred.  10,000 – 9,700 = impossible odds, and Gideon says, “But I thought we were going forward,” and God says, “We are.  We are.”  So God says, “Believe me, obey me,” and God gave Gideon a winning strategy that routed the Midianites with just 300 guys.  God can do more with  300 people full of faith than 30,000 polluted by fear! 
 Sometimes the way forward seems backward. For example, Jesus said that you serve to get ahead, you forgive to get free, you experience His power in your weakness, and to get bigger, you grow smaller.  Jesus said: whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it. Matthew 16:25  Seems strange doesn’t it.  But, when Gideon executed God’s strategy: God got the credit, Gideon got courage, and Israel got free. 
God sees something in you that no one else sees.  He is with you, a mighty warrior, and as soon as you sense that, all of your insecurities may arise.  “Well, what if that’s not really God?  Well, what if, what if, what if it’s not Him?  What if I’m not good enough?”  No, in your life, God wants to do the Gideon.  In your weakest moment, at your point of greatest weakness, that’s where His strength and His power will shine, and if you feel like things are going backwards, it may be just God’s unusual way of taking you forward.   The question is: will you stand up and be counted?  Come out of that “winepress” you’re hiding in?  Face your fears? Face your enemies?  Go with God against all odds?  That’s the way to become fearless! Reflect on the words of Joy Williams’ song, “Hide” –it challenges you in these very areas:
 “Hide" 

To anyone who hides behind a smile 
To anyone who holds their pain inside 
To anyone who thinks they're not good enough 
To anyone who feels unworthy of love 
To anyone who ever closed the door 
Closed their eyes and locked themselves away 

You don't have to hide 
You don't have to hide anymore 
You don't have to face this on your own 
You don't have to hide anymore 

So come out, come out, come out wherever you are 
To anyone who's tryin' to cover up their scars 
To anyone who's ever made a big mistake 
We've all been there, so don't be ashamed 
Come out, come out and join the rest of us 
You've been alone for way too long 

And if you feel like no one understands 
Come to the One with scars on His hands 
'Cause He knows where you are, where you've been 
His scars will heal you if you let Him 

Are you ready to face your fears? Conquer the “Midianites” that have driven you into hiding?  Chase after that Big, Hairy, Audacious goal(s) God has planted in your heart?  Why not begin with a prayer something like this:

Heavenly Father, forgive me for hiding in my hole of fear.  Give me the courage to stand up, face my fears and foes.  Show me what Big Hairy Audacious Goals you have for me to accomplish. Free me from our fears and insecurities, and grow my faith in your faithfulness.  Give me the courage to go after your goals, and to “the Gideon” in me.  Amen.  
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